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Upcoming 

Events 
  NAAC led a fact finding mission to Albania 

and Kosova, November 10-14th, with Con-

gressmen Eliot Engel and Gary Peters, Jason 

Steinbaum, Senior Congressional Staffer, 

NAAC Chairman Martin Shkreli, and found-

ing Board Member Harry Bajraktari. 

  In Albania, the delegation met with President 

Bamir Topi, Prime Minister Sali Berisha, 

Speaker of Parliament Jozefina Topalli, 

Chairman of the Socialist Party Edi Rama and 

US Ambassador Alexander Arvizu. At the 

meetings, information was exchanged and 

discussions were had on how the US can con-

tinue to support Albaniaôs progress. The Con-

gressmen urged all politicians to work together to expedite Albaniaôs development.  

  The delegation traveled to Kosova and participated in ribbon cutting ceremony of the 

new Merdare-Vermica highway connecting Albania and Kosova. While in Kosova, the 

delegation met with President Atifete Jahjaga, Prime Minister Hashim Thaci, Minister of 

Foreign Affairs Enver Hoxhaj, Isa Mustafa, Chairman LDK, leadership of Vetvendosja 

and US Ambassador Chris Dell. Also, a meeting was held with Pieter Faith, ICO, General 

Erhard Drews, COMFOR, Xavier Bout di Marnhac, EULEX, and Fernando Gentillini, 

UNMIK. Also they met with leaders from the Serb community in Gracanica. The Con-

gressmen also had a meeting with the students of the American University in Kosova 

(AUK) to discuss US ï Kosova relations. 

  NAAC Chairman Martin Shkreli said ñWe want to thank the US government, Congress 

and the American people for their unwavering support of Albanian issues, and for their 

assistance to help Kosova become part of the international community.ò 

  Congressman Engel visited the US NATO troops in Camp Bondsteel to thank them for 

their services to the people of Kosova.  At a press conference, both Congressmen 

strongly emphasized that it is critically important for the US, EU and KFOR to demon-

strate a stronger resolve to end the lawlessness and establish border security and freedom 

of movement in northern Kosova. 

  NAAC Founding Board member Harry Bajraktari said ñNATO must fulfill its mandate 

to the people and the government of Kosova to help secure its borders and ensure free-

dom of movement for all.ò  

This fall 

eight women 

leaders were 

selected in 

the Health 

and Social 

Welfare sec-

tor You can 

find additional information, see page five... 

   The NAAC Hope Fellowship Program is a 

womenôs empowerment program that brings 

women leaders from Kosovo to the U.S. for 

a period of six weeks. During this time the 

Fellows are engaged in trainings, presenta-

tions, meetings, Congressional Shadow Day 

and mentorships to learn best practices, 

leadership and management skills to ad-

vance their professionalism and society of 

Kosova.  

NAAC Founding Member Harry Bajraktari, Albanian 

Issues Caucus Co-Chair Rep. Eliot Engel, Rep. Gary 

Peters, NAAC Chairman Martin Shkreli, and Prishtina 

Office Program  Manager Laura Kryeziu.  

NAAC-Hope Fellows Fall 2011 Class 
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please visit  

www.naac.org 

Interview With Reps. Peters and Engel   
 
 
 
 

   NAAC Hope Fellowship Alumna and In-

foGlobi (IG) news agency founder Evliana 

Berani interviewed Congressman Eliot Engel 

and Gary Peters about their NAAC -led fact 

finding mission to Albania and Kosova.  

IG: Mister Engel and Mr. Peters, you just 

paid the visit to Kosovo. What is the reason 

of your trip?  
   Engel: We came to participate in the open-

ing of the new highway. When Prime Minis-

ter, Hashim Thaci was in New York several 

weeks ago he asked me if I could come, and I 

said I would love to come. We had a wonder-

ful ceremony with thousands of people. I 

think itôs a wonderful thing for Kosovo, and I 

think it made Kosovo part of Europe. 

   The launch of the 35 first kilometers of the 
road connecting to Albania, going to Tirana 

for three hours instead of 10 hours is a won-

derful thing. Isn`t it? Eventually it will con-

nect all the way to Europe, to Greece, to Ser-

bia, and other places as well. 

   I love coming to Kosovo, Iôve been here 

many times, the first time was in 1993 and 

itôs a different Kosovo now. I was one of the 

firsts who called for an independent Kosovo, 

and here we are now, in an independent Kos-

ovo. 
   Every time I come to Kosovo I feel like at 

my home, Iôm always treated very specially.  

IG: Kosovo is facing a lot of political prob-

lems especially in the northern part of Kos-

ovo. There is an effort to establish law and 

order over there, but so far no success has 

been marked. How do you see the latest 

developments in northern Kosovo? 
   Engel: I supported the decision of the Prime 

Minister Thaçi to establish the rule of law in 

the north of the country. I think it was the 

best decision he made. 
   You cannot leave the situation as it is. You 

cannot leave the criminals to get away with 

all the criminal acts theyôre doing over there.  

  The NAAC delegation visited the 
NAAC office in Prishtina where they 

held a press conference. During the 

press conference the delegation mainly 

talked about the purpose of their visit. 
This included the Inauguration of the 

Kosova-Albania Highway, named after 

Kosovaôs first president, the late Dr. 
Ibrahim Rugova.  

   They also talked about latest political  
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   develop-ments especially North Kos-
ova. They explained that Kosovaôs bor-

ders will remain the same, which means 

no partition.  

   NAAC board members Martin Shkreli 
and Harry Bajraktari talked about 

NAAC's role and their engagement in 

Washington, DC and about promoting 
human rights and Albanian causes in the 

Balkans.  

KFOR, NATO, the UN, the US, have to 

come to grips with the fact that you cannot 

have a ñDe factoò partition of Kosovo. 

   Essentially you have the north part of Kos-

ovo with is unofficially partitioned, and this 
cannot continue. You have to establish the 

rule of law in the north of Kosovo soon. This 

is the way not to allow partition. Kosovo is 

one country, and you cannot allow parallel 

institutions run a part of it. 

   Peters:  The United States of America has 

to stay committed to the friendship with Kos-

ovo. We have substantial investments in Kos-

ovo. The US interest is to stay involved and 

to make sure Kosovo has enough resources to 

defend its border, which is absolutely essen-

tial for any sovereign country, such as Kos-
ovo. 

   Kosovo people trust us to be here and we 

will not withdraw from Kosovo. 

IG: Kosovo and Serbia relations are still 

tensed. The dialogue as you know is facili-

tated by EU. Do you believe in theories 

that the Kosovo sovereignty and the bor-

ders, may be compromised? 
   Engel: Of course thereôs a risk, thatôs why I 

think itôs important for the United States to 

be involved, and thatôs why the people of 
Kosovo trust the United States, they know 

weôre friends and weôre not going to sell 

them out. 

   I think that Kosovo will eventually be part 

of the European Union, and NATO as well. 

But, for some EU countries the borders arenôt 

that important. 

IG: Recently you opposed publicly the 

possible entrance of Serbia before Kosovo, 

in the EU. May you please elaborate why? 
   Engel: I oppose that Serbia should be in the 

EU before Kosovo. Iôm not against Serbia in 
the EU but I think Serbia and Kosovo should 

enter the EU at least at the same time. 

NAAC Prishtina Office Press Conference  



 

3 

Newsletter  

For more information 

please visit  

www.naac.org 

NAAC Delegation Balkan Fact Finding Trip Pictures  
 
 
 
 

 

 
     
 

 

Albanian Minister of Foreign Affairs  

Edmond Haxhinasto meets with the Congressman Gary 

Peters (D-MI)  Photo courtesy of: Albanian Min. For-

eign Affairs 

Kosova President Atifete Jahjaga, Albanian Prime 

Minister Sali Berisha, Kosova Prime Minister Hashim 

Thaci, and NAAC Board Member Harry Bajraktari  

Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha, Kosova  

President Atifete Jahjaga, Kosova Prime Minister 

Hashim Thaci, and Congressman Eliot Engel 

QUOTES 

 

 

ñIf you look at 

where Kosova was 

20 years ago...you 

can see it has come 

a long, long way 

and is poised for 

great things.ò 

 
~Albanian Issues Co-

Chair Rep. Eliot Engel 

 

 

 

ñI am committed to 

making sure the 

United States con-

tinues to have a 

very important 

friendship with 

Kosova.ò 

 
~Albanian Issues Cau-

cus Member Rep. Gary 

Peters 

For More Info Visit:  

 
¶ Congressmen Eliot Engel and 

Gary Peters at AUK part I and II 

 
¶ Congressman Gary Peters Meets 

with head of Albanian Parliament 

 
¶ Minister of Foreign Affairs, Mr. 

Edmond Haxhinasto received 

U.S. Congressman, Mr. Gary 

Peters 
 

¶  Topalli: US is a staunch irre-

placeable ally of the Albanian 
democracy 

 

¶ Bechtel Completes First Stretch 
of Kosovo Motorway 

 

NAAC Chairman Martin Shkreli greets NAAC-Hope 

Fellowship Prishtina staff and Fellows 

Harry Bajraktari, Rep. Eliot Engel, Rep. Gary Pe-

ters, and Martin Shkreli 

http://www.youtube.com/user/aukonlineuniversity#p/u/6/26tTQIGXcJA
http://www.youtube.com/user/aukonlineuniversity#p/u/6/26tTQIGXcJA
http://www.youtube.com/user/aukonlineuniversity#p/u/7/80bPG29UzEo
http://www.albaniaandalbanians.com/eachnewsdetails.php?eni=256
http://www.albaniaandalbanians.com/eachnewsdetails.php?eni=256
http://www.mfa.gov.al/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7858%3Azvkryeministri-dhe-ministri-i-puneve-te-jashtme-z-edmond-haxhinasto-priti-kongresmenin-amerikan-gary-peters&catid=112%3Alajme&lang=en
http://www.mfa.gov.al/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7858%3Azvkryeministri-dhe-ministri-i-puneve-te-jashtme-z-edmond-haxhinasto-priti-kongresmenin-amerikan-gary-peters&catid=112%3Alajme&lang=en
http://www.mfa.gov.al/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7858%3Azvkryeministri-dhe-ministri-i-puneve-te-jashtme-z-edmond-haxhinasto-priti-kongresmenin-amerikan-gary-peters&catid=112%3Alajme&lang=en
http://www.mfa.gov.al/index.php?option=com_content&view=article&id=7858%3Azvkryeministri-dhe-ministri-i-puneve-te-jashtme-z-edmond-haxhinasto-priti-kongresmenin-amerikan-gary-peters&catid=112%3Alajme&lang=en
http://english.albeu.com/albania-news/topalli:-us-is-a-staunch-irreplaceable-ally-of-the-albanian-democracy/52305/
http://english.albeu.com/albania-news/topalli:-us-is-a-staunch-irreplaceable-ally-of-the-albanian-democracy/52305/
http://english.albeu.com/albania-news/topalli:-us-is-a-staunch-irreplaceable-ally-of-the-albanian-democracy/52305/
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/bechtel-completes-first-stretch-of-kosovo-motorway-2011-11-12
http://www.marketwatch.com/story/bechtel-completes-first-stretch-of-kosovo-motorway-2011-11-12
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National Albanian Flag Day  
 
 
 
 

  NAAC congratulates Albania and Al-

banians worldwide on celebrating our 

National Flag Day. This special anniver-
sary marks 99 years as an independent 

nation and unity among all Albanians in 

the Balkans, the United States, and 
around the world. 

  U.S. Secretary of State Hillary Clinton 

congratulated Albania on behalf of 

President Obama and the American  

  ñInterning for The Na-

tional Albanian American 
Council was an enlight-

ening experience.  Work-

ing with people who care 
so much about the Alba-

nian issues makes it easy 

and make an emotional 

connection to the cause.  
Getting to know the Hope 

Fellows and hearing about their experi-

ences broadened my view of the world, 
and I am very thankful for this.  I 

would like to thank everyone at NAAC 

or being great mentors during my in-

ternship.  There is no doubting the 
positive effects that NAAC creates for 

Albanians and Kosovars everywhere,ò 

said Robert Pyeatt. 

 

Albanian Issues  

Congressional Caucus  

 112th Congress 
 

Co-Chair Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY) 

 

Co-Chair Rep. Jeanne Schmidt (R-

OH) 

 

Senator Mark Kirk (R-IL)  

 

Rep. Robert Aderholt (R-AL)  

 

Rep. André Carson (D-IA)  

 

Rep. Joseph Crowley (D-NY) 

 

Rep. Eni Faleomavaega (D-AS) 

 

Rep. Luis Gutierrez (D-IL)  

 

Rep. Jim Himes (D-CT)  

  

Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (D-TX) 

 

Rep. Peter King (R-NY)  

  

Rep. Sander M. Levin (D-MI)  

 

Rep. James McGovern (D-MA) 

 

Rep. John Olver (D-MA) 

 

Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr. (D-NJ) 

 

Rep. Gary C. Peters (D-MI)  

 

Rep. Thomas Petri (R-WI) 

 

Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (D-CA) 

 

Rep. Steven Rothman (D-NJ) 

 

Rep. Aaron Schock (R-IL)  

 

Rep. Jose Serrano (D-NY) 

 

Rep. Edolphus Towns (D-NY)  
   

     
 

  Dafina Kelmendi 

concluded her 
internship with 

NAAC and was 

an invaluable 
member of the 

team.  

  Her help with 
office tasks, sup-

porting the Hope 

Fellows during their program, and 

attending important events such as 
the NAAC Hope Fellowsô CSIS 

presentation proved very helpful. 

Dafinaôs engagement with the 
NAAC Hope Fellowship while at-

tending class contributed to the suc-

cess of the program.  

people in a press release saying: 
   ñOur two countries share a long his-

tory of friendship and cooperation. To-

day, we are strengthening this partner-

ship as we work side by side in NATO 
and encourage stability in the region and 

around the world. We continue to sup-

port Albaniaôs integration into the Euro-
pean Union and we encourage Albaniaôs 

political leadership to work together to 

ensure their country moves forward. The 
Albanian people want a transparent gov-

ernment, accountable leadership, and 

strong democratic institutions that will 

help build a prosperous and secure fu-
ture. The United States will continue to 

stand firmly with the people of Albania 

as we work together to achieve these 
goals.ò 

   ñAs you celebrate this special day, 

know that the United States is a partner 
and friend. I wish all the people of Alba-

nia the very best and look forward to 

deepening our partnership in the years to 

come,ò Secretary Clinton concluded. 

NAAC Intern Appreciation  

NAAC Intern 

Robert Pyeatt 

NAAC Intern Dafina 

Kelmendi 
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NAAC Hope Fellowship Program  

National Albanian 

American Council (NAAC) 

1133 20th Street, NW 

Suite 210 

Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: (202) 466 - 6900 

Fax: (202) 466 - 5593 

 

 

NAAC Hope Fellowship  

Office ð Prishtina 

Sejdi Kryeziu  

No 5 Pejton Place  

Prishtina, Kosova 

Tel: +381-38-609-220 

Fax: +381-38-609-220 

 
The NAAC Hope Fellowship  

Program is created and adminis-
tered by the National Albanian 

American Council and sponsored 
by the United States Agency for 

International Development 

(USAID). 

NAAC-Hope Fellows in front of the 

Washington Monument during their 

Washington  DC City Tour 

  The NAAC Hope Fellowship Fall 2011 class were focused in Health and Social Wel-

fare sector. During their time in Washington D.C., they learned professional best prac-

tices to assist in implementing their individual projects upon returning to Kosova. Our 

NAAC  Hope Fellowship fall 2011 class participants included: 

¶ Dr. Mimoza Ahmetaj - Special Advisor, Office of the Prime Minister   

¶ Nora Binishi-Dushi - Ministry of Public Administration 

¶ Dr. Merita Emini Sadiku - Internal Medicines Specialist, Medical Faculty, Univer-

sity of Prishtina 

¶ Zarife Miftari - Project Manager, United Nations Population Fund (UNFPA) 

¶ Adelina Nura - Rehabilitation Officer, Center for Protection of Victims and Pre-

vention of Trafficking of Human Beings  

¶ Arbenita Pajaziti  - Head of Supply Unit, Ministry of Health, Pharmaceutical De-

partment 

¶ Nezahat Ramadani-Salihu - Director, SOS Childrenôs Villages Kosovo 

¶ Blerta Sulhasi - Psychology Teacher/Counselor, Hajdar Dushi High School, 

Gjakova 

Meet the Fellows-Health and Social Welfare fall 

2011 Hope Fellowship Class 

HF Project Proposals  

Hope Fellows Propose Final Projects  

   One of the most impactful professional 

achievements that the NAAC Hope Fel-

lows accomplish is in project develop-

ment. While in Washington, D.C. each 

Fellow conceptualizes, designs and pre-

sents a completed individual project in 

their professional area that they will im-

plement once returning home.  

  On November 15th the Hope Fellows 

presented their finalized individual pro-

ject proposals to an audience that in-

cluded PDS site mentors, U.S. interna-

tional professionals and NAAC HF staff. 

The Fellowsô projects include: 

Mimoza AhmetajðEstablishment of the 

Kosova Health Insurance Fund 

Nora Binishi-DushiðDeveloping Effec-

tive Protocols for Hospital Hygienic 

Maintenance 

Zarife Miftari ðEstablishment of Kos-

ova National Cancer Institute 

Adelina NuraðEstablishing Psycho-

logical Evaluation Standards for Im-

provement of Mental Health Care in 

Schools 

Arbenita PajazitiðImproving Manage-

ment of Drug Supply in Public Health 

Institutions 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

Merita Emini Sadiku -- Establishment of 

the Obesity, Nutrition and Physical Activity 

Center in Kosova 

Nezahat Ramadani-SalihuðIntegrate SOS 

Families into Larger Community of Kosova 

Blerta SulhasiðEstablishing School-based 

Mental Health Services 

 

  The NAAC Hope Fellowship is proud of 

the Health and Social Welfare groupôs indi-

vidual growth in project development. 

NAAC HF Staff looks forward to working 

closely with these Fellows as they begin 

implementing their individual initiatives. 
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Congressional Shadow Day 

   
  

   

ñThe Hope Fellowship 

serves as a reminder as to 

why the U.S. intervention 
in Kosova was important. 

And we hope that it in-

spires the Fellows to go 
back and build a modern, 

democratic Kosova.ò 

 

~ Congressman Earl 

Pomeroy (D-ND) 

 

HF Presentations 

  During their time in Washington DC, 

the Hope Fellows had the opportunity to 
shadow a member of the U.S. House of 

Representatives for a day in the life of a 

U.S. legislator.  
  This insiderôs perspective included at-

tending meetings with congressional 

staff, watching debates on the U.S. 
House floor, and the opportunity to relay 

vital information on the status of Kos-

ovaôs positive development to a U.S. le- 

-gislator.  
   The U.S. Congressional members that 

participated in the fall 2011 Congressional 

Shadow Day were: 
 

¶ Rep. Jim McDermott (D-WA) 

¶ Rep. Tom Petri (R-WI) 

¶ Rep. Edolphus Towns (D-NY) 

¶ Rep. Robert Aderholt (R-AL)  
¶ Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY) 

¶ Rep. Sam Farr (D-CA) 

¶ Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (R-CA)  
¶ Rep. Jean Schmidt (D-OH) 

 

  A continual highlight of the Hope Fel-
lowship program, the Congressional 

Shadow Day was an extraordinary oppor-

tunity for the Fellows to learn best prac-

tices in democratic ideals and good gov-
ernance how the U.S. drafts laws. 

  The Hope Fellowship would like to thank 

the eight congressional leaders who par-
ticipated in the shadow day, and their con-

tinual support of empowering women 

  At these organizations, the Hope Fellows 
presented critical information on the status 

of the emerging trends and status of the 

Kosovo healthcare system and policy ini-

tiatives. Fellowsô topics ranged from in-
forming US international policymakers 

and health professionals on the latest fig-

ures on infant mortality and cervical can-
cer rates, to engaging the audience on the 

current state of affairs on the new Kosovo 

healthcare law implementation.  
  NAAC Hope Fellowship would like to 

thank the professionals at both NDI and 

CSIS for their continual commitment to 

knowledge sharing in the Balkans, and 
their interactions with our Hope Fellow-

ship program.  
 

  For additional information and pictures 
of the NAAC Hope Fellowship program, 

please join us on Facebook!  

   The NAAC Hope Fellowship partici-

pants have the opportunity to develop 

their public speaking and presentation 
skills at prominent think tanks in Wash-

ington, D.C.  

  The Health and Social Welfare group 
spoke at two prestigious organizations, 

the National Democratic Institute (NDI) 

and the Center for Strategic and Interna-
tional Studies (CSIS).  

QUOTES 

NAAC-Hope Fellows with Rep. Jim McDermott (D-

NAAC-Hope Fellows present at CSIS 

 
The NAAC Hope Fellowship  

Program is created and adminis-
tered by the National Albanian 

American Council and sponsored 
by the United States Agency for 

International Development 

(USAID). 

NAAC-Hope Fellows at the FDR 

Memorial  

https://www.facebook.com/pages/Hope-Fellowships/238306759763
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National Albanian 

American Council (NAAC) 

1133 20th Street, NW 

Suite 210 

Washington, DC 20036 

Tel: (202) 466 - 6900 

Fax: (202) 466 - 5593 

 

 

NAAC Hope Fellowship  

Office ð Prishtina 

Sejdi Kryeziu  

No 5 Pejton Place  

Prishtina, Kosova 

Tel: +381-38-609-220 

Fax: +381-38-609-220 

 
 
 

 
The NAAC Hope Fellowship  
Program is created and adminis-
tered  by the National Albanian 

American Council and sponsored 
by the United States Agency for 
International  Development 
(USAID). 

Deputy Assistant Secretary of State 

Philip Reeker praises the success of 

the Hope Fellowship program at the 

15th Annual Awards Gala in New 

York. 

 

Breast Cancer Awareness Workshop  

¶ Medical Center Cancer Institute 

 
 The Breast Cancer Awareness Workshop 

spurred further discussions of other activi-

ties that the NAAC HF network of women 

leaders could facilitate in health and well-

ness promotion. One collective idea was to 

design a Anti-Smoking campaign in Kos-

ova, where heart disease and cancer are the 

two leading causes of death. 

 Hope Fellowship looks forward to coordi-

nating with the health and social welfare 

group and launching this group activity in 

spring 2011.  

  The founding principles of collaboration 

and teamwork have guided the NAAC 

Hope Fellowship program since its estab-

lishment in 2001. Each group therefore is 

encouraged to develop, plan, organize and 

launch a group initiative that is designed 

to highlight the Fellowsô strengths, and 

better their society of Kosova.  

  This fall, the Health and Social Welfare 

group decided that their group initiative 

should target the serious issue of breast 

cancer in Kosovar women. In order to as-

sist them in learning the tools and best 

practices necessary to design a breast can-

cer awareness activity, Hope Fellowship 

designed a day long workshop that cen-

tered on how to  effectively strategize a 

awareness campaign. This included focus-

ing on issues like community mobiliza-

tion, outreach for financial support and 

impact.  

The Breast Cancer Awareness Workshop 

featured some of the most active and well 

known institutions, including institutions 

in this area, including: 

¶ Avon Foundation 

¶ Susan G. Komen for the Cure 

¶ National Breast Cancer Coalition 

¶ George Washington University 

Hope Fellows with Breast Cancer Awareness Speaker Mrs. 
Solveig Reeker 

HF Meetings HF Trainings 

   The Health and Social Welfare group 

expanded their knowledge and communi-

cation skills with some of the most influ-

ential experts in healthcare issues and for-

eign policy in the U.S. in meetings at their 

respective institutions, which included: 

¶ UN Populations Foundation 

¶ Global Health Council  

¶ Center for American Progress 

¶ International Republican Institute 

¶ German Marshall Fund 

¶ US Agency for International Develop-

ment (USAID) 

¶ U.S. Department of State  

¶ Washington D.C. Department of 

Health 

¶ George Washington University Medi-

cal Center and Faculty 

 

  During their time in Washington DC, the 

NAAC Hope Fellows completed a rigorous 

training curricula to improve their decision-

making , leadership, management and pro-

ject development skills. These topical train-

ing sessions included: 

 

¶ Allida Black -U.N. Res. 1325/1820 

¶ Gay GooenðProject Development 

¶ Ilir Zherka ðU.S. Political System 

¶ Solveig ReekerðBreast Cancer 

Awareness Campaign Project Develop-

ment 

¶ Martha HeberleinðU.S. Public 

Healthcare System 

¶ Charlotte PonticelliðImportance of 

Womenôs Leadership 

The NAAC Hope Fellowship program 

thanks the trainers for their collaboration 

and imparting needed knowledge to assist 

our Hope Fellows.  
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Graduation and Reception  

Ambassador to the U.S. Avni Spahiu as 
well as mentors from the Fellows PDS 

sites.   

  Hope Fellow Nezihat Salihu spoke on be-

half of the group about the program and 
how it has changed the groupôs mindset and 

self awareness. She described that, ñwe 

have become more confident and sociable 
individuals who can speak the same lan-

guage with people of different cultures, 

ethnicities, professions and ideals.ò 
  After the ceremony, the above honored 

guests and the graduate Fellows joined to 

celebrate the completion of the program, 

and the tremendous work they have done in 
advancing their professional skills and in-

teracting with U.S. leaders interested in 

Kosovo issues.   

  On November 17th the NAAC Hope 
Fellowship held itôs graduation cere-

mony for the Health and Social Welfare 

class on Capitol Hill.  

  In attendance were USAID representa-
tives, Albanian Issues Caucus Congres-

sional leaders Congressman Eliot Engel 

and Congresswoman Jean Schmidt, 
Congressman Jim McDermott, Kosova 

 

Hope Fellows Graduation Ceremony  

 
The NAAC Hope Fellowship  
Program is created and adminis-
tered  by the National Albanian 
American Council and sponsored 

by the United States Agency for 
International  Development 
(USAID). 

QUOTES 

 
ñThis morning I waited for 

a woman from KOSOVO 

for Congressional Shadow 

Day. After spending the day 
with her, I realized I spent 

the day with a woman from 

KOSOVA.ò  
 

~Congressman Sam Farr 

(D-CA) 

NAAC-Hope Fellows share a dinner 

in an American home with NAAC 

staff  

Professional Development Sites 

  The Professional Development Site 
(PDS) is the core experience of the 

Washington Leadership Program of the 

Hope Fellowship in Washington D.C. 

The PDS site experience is where each 
Fellow is paired with a U.S. profes-

sional mentor at a leading institution, 

non-government organization, think 
tank or government office to learn best 

practices in their particular field of ex-

pertise. 
  The Health and Social Welfare group 

of Fellows were placed at the leading 

decision-makers and facilitators in the 

U.S. healthcare system, including: 
 

¶ American Society for Nutrition 
¶ Agency for Healthcare Research 

and Quality (AHRQ) 

¶ Center for American Progress 
¶ Congressional Coalition on Adop-

tion Institute 

¶ D.C. Department of Mental Health 

¶ George Washington University 
(GWU) Medical Centerôs Cancer 

Institute 

¶ GWU Center for Exercise Science 
¶ GWU Center for Health and 

Healthcare in Schools 

¶ La Clinica Del Pueblo 
¶ Management Sciences for Health 

¶ Metropolitan Washington Child Wel-

fare Program 
¶ National Academies-Institute of 

Medicine 

¶ Vital Voices 
 

  At their perspective PDS sites, the Fel-

low learned invaluable project proposal 

design and management skills that will 
be critical for advancing in their current 

positions; and implementing their indi-

vidual projects to better their health care 
community once returning to Kosova.  

PDS Mentor Dr. Steven Patierno, Director of the George 

Washington University Medical Centerôs Cancer Institute 
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NAAC Hope Fellowship Alumni Update  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

ñI can say that this program 
is just marvelous, very well 

prepared with a lot of oppor-

tunities to learn about politi-
cal and health system in the 

United States.ò 

 

~Hope Fellow, Health and 

Social Welfare group 
 

 
ñI am really privileged to be 

a part of this group of 

women, to meet your staff 
and to take part in the pro-

gram and develop myself. I 

couldnôt believe all the things 

that happened to me for the 
past 6 weeks. I will have 

them my who life. Thank 

you!ò 
 

~Hope Fellow, Health and 

Social Welfare group 

 
The NAAC Hope Fellowship  
Program is created and administered  
by the National Albanian American 
Council and sponsored by the United 
States Agency for International  
Development (USAID). 

Diturie Hoxha 

Alma Lama 
   

 

    

 

 

 

 

  On Tuesday, October 18, 2011 our 

Hope   Fellow Alma Lama was ap-

pointed as a Social Inclusion Champion 

from the United Nation Kosovo Team 

(UNKT). UNKT Strategic Approach is 

to support Kosovo in socially inclusive 

development activities and provide pol-

icy advice to the Government.  

   UNKT helps Kosovo institutions 

strengthen effective implementation 

of policies that ensure all people benefit 

from development; and provides techni-

cal European Bank Training Network 

(EBTN) is composed of associations of 

banks and institutions for bank trainings 

of European States.  

   Ms. Lama will dedicate her advocacy 

efforts to social inclusion. She will advo-

cate for people at risk of poverty and the 
social  excluded to gain the opportunities 

and resources necessary to participate in 

the decision making processes. Ms. 

Lama will work with these fringe popu-
lations and assist their realization of their 

economic, social and cultural rights, in 

order for them to enjoy a normal stan-
dard of living and well-being in Kosovo 

society.  

  She will also advocate for children to 

have greater access to essential services a 
way that enables their ability to partici-

pate fully in society in the future. 

   Kosovo Bankersô Association which 
is lead by our Hope Fellow Diturie 

Hoxha, as of Wednesday, October 26, 

2011 is accredited by the European 

Bank Training Network (EBTN) and 
will have the possibility for this Kos-

ovar institution to give training and 

certificates which are accepted in Euro-
pean countries for young Kosovars. 

  This certificate will open doors for 

young individuals in Kosovo to spread 

their knowledge and increase the op-

portunity of finding a job in the bank-

ing sector in Kosovo or outside the 

country.  First training groups will 

commence their activities in early 

2012, and successful candidates certi-

fied with this program will have an ad-

vantage in their employment in the 

banking sector in Kosovo or abroad. 

Kosovo Bankerôs Association is com-

mitted to  the development of assis-

tance and a range of other support and 

services.   

QUOTES 

 

 

 

 

 

 

    

   This training is supported by the 

USAID project, Kosovo Private Enter-

prise Program (KPEP). 

   NAAC Hope Fellowship program 

would like to congratulate  Alumnae 

Diturie Hoxha on her outstanding con-

tribution to train future bankers of Kos-

ova with the tool necessary to succeed 

in the finance.   

 

For additional information, please visit 

www.bankassoc-kos.com.   

http://www.bankassoc-kos.com
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Tel: (202) 466 - 6900 
Fax: (202) 466 - 5593 
 
 
NAAC Hope Fellowship  
Office ñ Prishtina 
Sejdi Kryeziu  
No 5 Pejton Place  
Prishtina, Kosova 

Tel: +381-38-609-220 
Fax: +381-38-609-220 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
The NAAC Hope Fellowship  
Program is created and adminis-
tered  by the National Albanian 

American Council and sponsored 
by the United States Agency for 
International  Development 
(USAID). 

NAAC Hope Fellows at the U.S. State Department  

Meetings 

NAAC Hope Fellows with the American International Health Alliance  

NAAC Hope Fellows at Pan American Health Organization 

global assembly room  

NAAC Hope Fellows at Washington D.C. City Hall, with 

Director of Washington D.C. Department of Health  

NAAC Hope Fellows with Bob Schieffer, the Network's 

Chief Washington Correspondent and the Anchor and 

Moderator of "Face the Nation", CBS News'  

NAAC-Hope Fellows at the 

Martin Luther King Jr.  

Memorial  


