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We were excited to host theh¥niversary Awards Ga
of the National Albanian American Council (NAAC) Held
on Friday, September 23, 2011, 6:00PM, at Gotham Hall in
New York City.

This year NAAC honored former British Prime Minigjer,
Tony Bl air with odferhislhsstor@ H
contribution | eading to 0SoO

We remembered and honored the life of Ambasdador
Richard Holbrooke, an American diplomat and special presi-
dential envoy to the Balkans for his exceptional diplognatic
courage to bring peace to the people of the Balkang The
Award was accepted by Ambassador Frank Wisner Jr.

The 2011 gala program also commemoratedtthenad
versary of the renewed UAbania relations. In the words
of the U.S. Secretary of] St .
anniversary commemorates our partnership, reminds Jus of
Ambassador Richard the progress made, and underscores the promise of AlBania's
Holbrooke, inmemorigm 'y y r e éas we continue to|l wo
years and beyond. 0

Each year the Awards Gala brings together Albaniah po-
litical leaders from Albania, Kosova, Macedonia and Mpnte-
negro, US State Department officials, Ambassadorsy UN
Delegates, prominent Albanian businessmen and w@men,
international dignitaries, renowned entertainers and distin-
guished members of the Albanian American community}.
Ambassador Philip Thank you to those who joined us to celebrate 15 yeds of
Reeker , Deputy Assisextraordinary individuals who contributed tirelessly to the
tant Secretary of Stategemocratic development for the Albanian people globaly.

Former British Prime
Minister Tony Blair

Letter

The Hope Fellowship program is antici
ing an active and engaging fall 2011 grc
Fellows focused on Health and Social
fare arriving o®ctober 8, 2011 ‘
The accomplished women from gov
ment, norgovernment, and civil society
stitutions have successfully completed
in-country training curriculum focused on
leadership and project development. Next the Fellows will travel to Washington
DC to participate in the Washington Leadership Program (WLP). The P will
engage thesenkellowss with JJS. health and social welfare professionals ih Profe

siohal developmert Sitese(PDS) such as continued on pagl 6
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Honorary Co-Chairs

The Honorable Jon Corzine
The Honorable Eliot Engel
The Honorable Peter King
The Honorable Mark Kirk

Honorary Board

The Honorable Anthony Atharmsp.
The Honorable Bret A. Clesi
Thomas Christo, Esq.

Ferid Murad, M.D., Ph.D.

Dr. Sami Repishti

Ambassador William Ryerson

Mr. Ekrem Bardha

Bardhyl R. Tirana, Esq.
Ambassador William Walker

Executive Officers

Martin N. Shkreli, Chairman
Ilir Rusi, ViceChairman

Nino Pjetri, Secretary

Board of Trustees
Ekrem Bardha
Fadil Berisha

Halil Mula

Harry Bajraktari
Paul Kolaj

Washington DC Team

Avni MustafajExecutive Director
David ScottonSenior Advisor
Amelda BeluliProgram Manager
Jarrett Oakleyrogram Officer
Kelly RyanAdministrative Assistant
Robert PyeatBrogram Intern
Dafina KelmendiProgram Intern

Prishtina Team

Laura KryeziuRrogram Manager
Myesere Hoxhhamaxhemé&genior
Program Officer

Shqipe Breznic®rogram Officer
Ardiana Marafrogram Assistant

For more information
please visit

www.naac.org
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T'ohy Blair and Prime Minister Hashim Thaci
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Kosova Presidéfdate Jahjaga

Albanian Issues Cauchélo
Congressman Eliot Engel

DA

Executive Director Avni Mustafaj

m Lardlal

Actresé Eliza Dushku
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Richard Holbrooke in memo-ah

NAAC Chairman Martin Shkfeli




QUOTES

00One group
determined to be free a
make the most of their s
tion and their country arg
people of Kosovo. | kno

Hashim Thagi), that hayei
recognized Kosovo so .

want every country in {

free and i
-Prime Minister Tony BIgi

oKosova i s
cannot be
US supports a free and

pendent K|a

-Rep. Eliot Engel

0The
have for Kosovo | want t
tinue well into the futurd.
would not only like to hs

-Prime Minister Tony BIgilg

For more information

please visit

www.naac.org
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Amb. Philip Reeker, Macedonian Deputy PrimefMinister
Musa Xhaferand AmtiRosemary DiCarlo
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QUOTES

0 T h eAlb&hin relatio

ship is as

been for ma

The best friends of the Ajvy = L

can people all around fhe NAAC Staff Amelda Beluli, Shaipe Breznica, Jarrett  Gjon Bucaj and Sergio Bitici of VATRA
world are the Albanian geo- Oakley, and Kelly Ryan

pl e. o
-Rep. Eliot Engel

Media Cover-

age Of the Albanian Prime Minister Sali Berisha with Ambass&doner NAAC Executive Director Frank Shkrdli and
Philip Reeker , Deputy Assistant Secretary of State friends
Awards Gala

STONECASTLE

Media coverage of the
event includes a VOA
videoandnews articlean
interview withCongress-
man Engeland stories by
Lajme aboutony Blair
and Presidentahjaga
IndeksonlineKrushky
GazetadiellandBota
Sot

Martin and Drita Shkreli Rustem Gecaj and son of Stone Castle Vingyards

For more photos pleas
go to ourFaceboolpage
to see the full online
photo album. To see a
video of the evening be
sure to follow us olou-
Tubé

M _;f ‘: l’[ A2 J
Members of New York area LDK Committe&liza Dushku, NAAC Board Member Fadil Berisfja, and
President Atif¢gdbjaga

»
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http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=-__C6JZkOsY&feature=player_embedded
http://www.voanews.com/albanian/news/Shqiptaro-amerikanet-nderojne-ish-kryeministrin-britanik-Toni-Bler-130493163.html
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfMALTthJZ4&feature=player_embedded
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=zfMALTthJZ4&feature=player_embedded
http://lajme.shqiperia.com/lajme/artikull/iden/1047106934/titulli/Keshilli-Kombetar-Shqiptaro-Amerikan-nderon-ish-kryeministrin-britanik-Toni-Bler
http://lajme.parajsa.com/Kosova/id_334828/
http://www.indeksonline.net/?page=1,2,8427
http://krushku.com/no-desired/164-ylli-press/46476-zv-kryeministri-xhaferi-pjes%C3%ABmarr%C3%ABs-n%C3%AB-mbr%C3%ABmjen-gala-t%C3%AB-k%C3%ABshillit-komb%C3%ABtar-shqiptaro-amerikan.html
http://www.gazetadielli.com/latest-issue/59-september-2011-online/2357-keshilli-kombetar-shqiptaro-amerikan-kksha-nderon-toni-bler-dhe-ricard-holbruk
http://www.botasot.info/def.php?category=65&id=137347#.Tn5NOoSbBqE.facebook
http://www.botasot.info/def.php?category=65&id=137347#.Tn5NOoSbBqE.facebook
https://www.facebook.com/media/set/?set=a.10150324292194869.354882.234494869868
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVxc8guuAHk
http://www.youtube.com/watch?v=OVxc8guuAHk
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Albanian Issues Congressional Letter from Congressman Gary Peters

Caucus- 112th Congress:

P

Co-Chair Rep. Eliot Engel (D-NY) i 4

Co-Chair Rep. Jeanne Schmidt (R
OH)

Senator M i
enator Mark Kirk (RiL) US Houst oF REPRESENTATIVES

Rep. Robert Aderholt (RAL) WasHINGTON, DC 20518

Rep. André Carson (BIA) Gary C. PETERS

9TH DisTRICT, MICHIGAN
Rep. Joseph Crowley (ENY) September 23, 2011

Rep. Eni Faleomavaega (PA.S.) - 3 . 3
National Albanian American Council

Rep. Luis Gutierrez (DIL) 1133 20" Street, N.W., Suite 210
o Washington, D.C. 20036
Rep. Jim Himes (D-CT)

Rep. Eddie Bernice Johnson (B Dear Friends,

TX)
I extend my heartiest congratulations to the National Albanian American Council on the

Rep. Peter King (RNY) occasion of your 15 Annual Gala. Thanks to the generosity of its benefactors, NAAC serves
as the premier body to advocate for Albanians in Washington, D.C. and throughout the
United States. 1 am privileged to be with you tonight in New York and honored to be joined
Rep. James McGovern (EMA) by several of my constituents from Michigan, including my friend Mr. Ekrem Bardha,
honorary Consul General.

Rep. Sander M. Levin (BMI)

Rep. John Olver (BMA)
] In advancing the causes championed by the Albanian American community, NAAC is an
Rep. Bill Pascrell, Jr. (BNJ) essential partner and | appreciate the wise counsel of Avni Mustafaj and his staff who work
Rep. Gary C. Peters (EMI) closely with my ofﬁcc..'lhis year we commemorate the 20" anniversary of the rcnc?\.vcd US.-
Albania relations. But in our celebration, we must work even harder to ensure stability and
Rep. Thomas Petri (RWI) strength in the region. We must continue to support Kosova as an independent state and
stand with strength and conviction to defend her citizens.
Rep. Dana Rohrabacher (BCA)
I am grateful for the leadership of NAAC's board of trustees and the efforts of your

Rep. Steven Rothman (ENJ) Chairman, Martin Shkreli. The dedication of chairmen Harry Bajraktari and Nino Pjetri

Rep. Aaron Schock (RL) made tonight’s successful event possible. Ilook forward to cont_inue workiqg with al! of you
and am honored to represent you through my work on the Albanian Caucus in the United

Rep. Jose Serrano (INY) States Congress.

Rep. Edolphus Towns (DNY) I wish you and all those who benefit from the good work done by the National Albanian

American Council continued success for many years to come

' ﬁ \
Gary C. Peters
For more information Member of Congress

please visit

Congressman Gary Peters

Congressman Gary Peters is the United States Reprgsenta-
tive serving Michigan's 9th Congressional District in Oakland
County.

Congressman Gary Peters, a member of the Albanigan Is-
sues Caucus, is a strong supporter of NAAC and on Alba-
nian issues.

www.naac.org
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Fellowships

National Albanian
American Council (NAAC)
1133 20th Street, NW
Suite 210

Washington, DC 20036
Tel: (202) 4666900

Fax: (202) 46656593

NAAC Hope Fellowship
Office i Prishtina
Sejdi Kryeziu

No 5 Pejton Place
Prishtina, Kosova

Tel: +38138609220

Fax: +38138609220

Deputy ASS|stant Secretary of
Philip Reeker praises the succes

Hope Fellowship program at the .5t

Annual Awards Gala in New Yorl§l.
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The NAAC Hope Fellowship
Program is created and adminis
by the National Albanian Ameri
Council and sponsored by the
States Agency for International
Development (USAID).

ate

Hope Fellowship

Projects Implemented Summer 2011 Activities

HF alumni Alma Lama, Ariana Hope Fellows met with Congress
QosajMustafa, Evliana Berani, VioPomeroy and Ms. Azza El Abd, Mjs-
leta Zefi, Diturie Hoxha, Burbugesion Director of USAID, in Prishting,
Grajcevci, Aférdita Rushiti and Shqip€osova this summer. Additionally, tWo
Hajredini have completed their leadeof the Diplomacy and Democracy fgl-
ship initiativesProjects included: Me-lows, Merita Maligi and Shqipe Hajrgd-
dia; Rule of Law; Establishing a Newsi, promoted the Hope Fellowship @n
Agency InfoGlobi; Research orRadio Television of Kosova (RTK)
HIVAIDS; Upgrading the BankingMorning Show in a twenty minute lohg
System; Establishing an Associatiamterview this July.
of HR Professionals; Building a Da-The Leadership Training with tRe
tabase on Legislation; and CreatingHaalth and Social Welfare Hope H
Media Channel for Communities.  lows was facilitated by Shaun Hughds.

Hope Fellow Valboné Kadrijaj

Valboné Kadrijaj, a participant o€enter completed implementation of
the Fall 2010 HF Class, focused dhal boneds proj ec
the Educational Development in Kodication of heavy machine operatd
ova. Her project was designed afthis project was eiinanced by KEK

gram in Washington, DC. It aimed tbshment of this institution secures
create an institution that provides iwontinuous training curriculum for

the vocational education of profesiustry.
sionals in Kosovo. Currently, Ms. Thr ough Val bone
Kadrijaj is the Director of KEKsing curriculum, KEK will assist profeg

Hope Fellow Shqipe Hajredini

multiyear commitment in which
perts have streamlined all exis§ng

of the

manuals, and guides.
These documents which have

nLegislation and Policies for Communtused on translating all these dd
fés in Kosovo.
The project
and policy communi
6
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http://naac-hf.org/general/hope-fellowship-diplomacy-and-democracy-alumna-shqipe-hajredini-implements-needed-database-for-legislation-and-policies-for-communities-in-kosovo
http://naac-hf.org/general/hope-fellowship-diplomacy-and-democracy-alumna-shqipe-hajredini-implements-needed-database-for-legislation-and-policies-for-communities-in-kosovo
http://naac-hf.org/general/hope-fellowship-diplomacy-and-democracy-alumna-shqipe-hajredini-implements-needed-database-for-legislation-and-policies-for-communities-in-kosovo
http://naac-hf.org/general/hope-fellowship-diplomacy-and-democracy-alumna-shqipe-hajredini-implements-needed-database-for-legislation-and-policies-for-communities-in-kosovo
http://naac-hf.org/general/hope-fellowship-diplomacy-and-democracy-alumna-shqipe-hajredini-implements-needed-database-for-legislation-and-policies-for-communities-in-kosovo
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Fellowships

JHope Fellowship (NAAC)
1133 20th Street, NW
Suite 210

ashington, DC 20036
I\%I: (202) 4666900
Fax: (202) 4665593

Kelly Ryan

Dafina Kelmendi

Robert Pyeatt
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Fall 2011 Class Valboné Kadrijaj

continued from page cloéntinued from pag
Agency for Healthcare Research amdthe sectors of the Kosovo econo

gress, Polaris Project, and Georgtaff.
Washington Universityods Cancer |

learning best practices from US pr
fessionals, interacting in meetingy,
presentations, and speaker series Wi
officials and experts concerned wits
Kosovo and foreign policy towards
the Balkans. Look for highlights
upcoming Newsl et
progress, and visitvww.naaf.org
for more info.

e T R s W 5
ope Fellow Valbone Kadrijaj with her Partic
Around Obiliq, Kosova

H

NAAC Staff Updates
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Kelly Ryan i s NAé®dssin Macadonmad He work
istrative AssistantOriginally from with the Nansen Dialogue Netw

bd
k

Missoula, Montana, Kelly earned isnd f ocused on thhe
BA in Political Science and Chinesgtegrated bilingual school program for
Studies from Pacific Lutheran UniveAlbanian and Macedonian studefts.
sity. After graduating in 2010, Kellgelly is pursuing his MA in Interng-

was awarded a Fulbright Researtbnal Peace and Conflict Resolu
Scholarship to study peacebuildifigpm American University.

Robert Pyeatt Dafina Kelmendi

Robert Pyeatt is an intern at NAAC Dafina received her masters degre
and entering his final year at tieharmacy from the University

George Washington University. He Brishtina. She previously worked
majoring in Business Administratiothe Pharmaceutical Distribut
with a concentration in MarketRIMED, in Prishtinia from 2008
ing. He is a member of the Phi Sign2011. Dafina started as a phar
Kappa fraternity and has held numer-e c hni ci an, t ook

North Carolinawith the skills and communication with the Agency
knowledge he has gained from liviRgarding laws and regulations. Dafin
and working in Washington, DC. Hexcited to be part of the NAAC te
also wants to travel internationally uand to contribute to the Hope Fello
ing what he learned at NAAC. ship.
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http://www.naac-hf.org

